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WORLD CLASS FERTIGATION FACTORY FOR SOUTHERN AUSTRA LIA

Tongala, Northern Victoria is now home to a new and innovative liquid fertilizer facility. Jamie McMaster,
Marketing & Technology Director of Sustainable Liquid Technology (SLTEC) said “this factory and our liquid
fertilizer business has been something we have been planning formally since January 2000".

Fertigation is widely regarded as the next major step for agriculture, providing controlled and highly targeted
nutrient management according to Mr McMaster.

Founders Jamie McMaster and Jeff Kraak, both formerly long term employees of one of Australia’s largest
fertilizer manufactures, saw the opportunity to develop a series of custom blend facilities across Southern
Australia.

Fertigation has according to Mr McMaster been a topic of great interest to Australian farmers for along time,
particularly with Australian Horticulture moving rapidly to pressurized and highly efficient drip and microjet
irrigation systems. Drought, scarcity of and increasing value of water and requirements for increased productivity
have further stimulated the demand for innovations in irrigation and the availability of improved liquid fertilizer
technology.

Mr McMaster indicated that the benefits of liquid fertilizers for farmers related to the reduced labour costs and
safety risks associated with on farm mixing and blending. Multiple nutrient blends also provide nutrients in plant
available forms for quick plant responses, thereby reducing the overall amount of fertilizers required to achieve
sustainable production outcomes.

Jamie indicated that a major stumbling block to the adoption of fertigation has been both the availability of local
custom blending facilities and the availability of skilled expertise to support farmers to customize their irrigation
systems to harness the benefits of this technology.

For liquid fertilizers to be cost effective for farmers these products have to be made locally said Mr McMaster. The
9 hectare Tongala facility has been designed to rapidly respond to farmer needs and for selected blends a 24 to
48 hour turnaround service is provided for on farm delivery.

SLTEC commenced operations in 2005 and has since established a strong experienced dealer support team
according to Mr McMaster.

The fertilizer plant commissioned in July 2006 combines years of research and expertise from around the world,
enabling a diverse range of nutrient blends to be efficiently formulated and dispatched in 1,000 L shuttles and in
true bulk. This type of facility, is a first for Australia and will assist Horticulture in Victoria, Southern NSW and the
Riverland SA exploit the benefits of fertigation.

The SLTEC business has provided a substantial investment to Northern Victoria/Southern NSW, providing 7 jobs
directly so far, in addition to a wide range of the contract labour and services being sourced locally. Plans are
already underway for an additional outlet in Mildura.

Mr McMaster said “This new facility will enable local agricultural industries to benefit from cost effective liquid
fertilizer formulations suited to local crop, soil and environmental requirements. Farmers will be able to have on
farm deliver in bulk liquid forms. Fertigation storage tanks and pumping system support can also be provided”.

The SLTEC team consists of skilled engineers, formulations chemists and agronomists with already more than
150 years collective industry experience, hence Mr McMaster said “SLTEC are well positioned to offer informed
liquid fertilizer products and services to our client base”.

SLTEC provides liquid fertilizers through rural dealer outlets under the registered brands; SpringStart® and Green
and Gro®.
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